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  1.	
  Should	
  I	
  Use	
  Sexed	
  Semen	
  with	
  Heifers?	
  

• 	
  	
  Sexed	
  semen	
  increases	
  the	
  concepSon
	
  of	
  female	
  calves	
  (+)	
  

• 	
  Female	
  calves	
  are	
  more	
  valuable	
  than	
  
	
  male	
  	
  calves	
  (+)	
  

• 	
  	
  Sexed	
  semen	
  results	
  in	
  lower	
  concepSon	
  
	
  rates	
  than	
  regular	
  semen	
  (-­‐)	
  

• 	
  	
  Sexed	
  semen	
  is	
  more	
  expensive	
  than	
  
	
  regular	
  semen	
  (-­‐)	
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  1.	
  Net	
  Present	
  Value	
  of	
  Sexed	
  Semen	
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  2.	
  Should	
  I	
  Switch	
  to	
  3X	
  Milking?	
  

• 	
  	
  Higher	
  milking	
  frequency	
  increases	
  milk	
  
	
  producSon	
  (+)	
  

• 	
  	
  Higher	
  milking	
  frequency	
  requires	
  
	
  addiSonal	
  labor	
  	
  (-­‐)	
  

• 	
  	
  Higher	
  milking	
  frequency	
  incurs	
  in	
  
	
  addiSonal	
  costs	
  of	
  feed	
  (-­‐)	
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  2.	
  Economic	
  Analysis	
  of	
  Higher	
  Milk	
  Frequency	
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  3.	
  Should	
  I	
  Sell/Buy	
  Cows?	
  

• 	
  	
  Cows	
  in	
  herd	
  produce	
  milk	
  (+)	
  

• 	
  	
  Cows	
  in	
  herd	
  incur	
  in	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  costs	
  (-­‐)	
  

• 	
  	
  Net	
  margin	
  >	
  market	
  value	
  =	
  buy	
  

• 	
  	
  Market	
  value	
  of	
  a	
  replacement	
  <	
  
	
  expected	
  value	
  =	
  buy	
  

• 	
  	
  	
  Market	
  value	
  of	
  a	
  replacement	
  >	
  
	
  expected	
  value	
  =	
  sell	
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  3.	
  The	
  Value	
  of	
  a	
  Cow	
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  4.	
  Should	
  I	
  Fine-­‐Tune	
  my	
  Diet?	
  

• 	
  	
  Milk	
  producSon	
  respond	
  differently	
  to	
  
	
  different	
  diet	
  components	
  (+/-­‐)	
  

• 	
  	
  Milk	
  producSon	
  greatly	
  depends	
  on	
  the	
  
	
  stage	
  of	
  lactaSon	
  (+/-­‐)	
  

• 	
  Milk	
  has	
  frequent	
  price	
  variaSons	
  (+/-­‐)	
  

• 	
  Feed	
  components	
  have	
  frequent	
  price	
  
	
  variaSons	
  	
  (+/-­‐)	
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  4.	
  Corn	
  Break-­‐Even	
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  4.	
  Income	
  Over	
  Feed	
  Cost	
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  4.	
  Income	
  Over	
  Feed	
  Supplement	
  Cost	
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  5.	
  Should	
  I	
  Enroll	
  in	
  LGM-­‐Dairy?	
  

• 	
  	
  Do	
  you	
  need	
  a	
  target	
  income	
  over	
  feed	
  
	
  costs	
  to	
  cover	
  other	
  variable	
  costs?	
  

• 	
  	
  Do	
  you	
  have	
  payment	
  obligaSons?	
  

• 	
  	
  How	
  important	
  is	
  the	
  stability	
  of	
  your	
  net	
  
	
  margin?	
  

• 	
  	
  Are	
  you	
  more	
  concerned	
  with	
  the	
  risk	
  of	
  
	
  losing	
  money?	
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  5.	
  UW	
  LGM-­‐Dairy	
  Premium	
  Calculator	
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hgp://www.uwex.edu/ces/dairymgt/	
  	
  
Management	
  Tools	
  


