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Organic Pasture Rule

* Animals must graze pasture during the grazing
season, which must be at least 120 days per year.

« Animals must obtain at least 30% of their dry
matter from pasture during the grazing season.

Rule became effective on June 17, 2010. Operations which are already
certified organic will have 1 year to implement the provisions. Operations
which obtain organic certification after the effective date will be expected to
demonstrate full compliance at the time of initial certification.

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) National Organic Program (NOP)




Establishing the Sampling Frame

2009
Wisconsin Active
Certified Wisconsi
Organic Dairy
Producers Producer

All farms on this resulting
list received a mailing
inviting them to participate

Certified Organic
Wisconsin Dairy

Producers in the project.




The Farms

70 organic farms were
surveyed between
October 2010 and
January 2012.

Results from 66 of the
farms are displayed in
the following slides.




I h e S u rvey Feeding Strategies on Wisconsin Dairy Farms:

Economic, Production, and Environmental Outcomes

*The survey was 44 pages long O
and contained nine sections: Lo
Farm Business Structure
People on the Farm

. Dairy Herd

. Feeding

Pasture

@i’ Extension

articipal io in the s is voluntary. All answers to questions in this survey will be kept strictly confidential,
and the results will only be used in Ht lsummane Indivi dalfanumfnmt on will not be identified in

anypubl cation. University of Wisconsin-Madisol ial and Behavioral Sciences, IRB Protocol Number SE-
rO pS 2009-0401.

. Manure and Nutrient Management Consent forms need to be signed prior to the start of the interview
. (removed from survey)

E CO n O m I C Contact: Brad Barham 608-265-3090 barham@aae.wisc.edu

We welcome your comments and suggestions
Contact: Victor E. Cabrera 608-265-8506 vcabrera@wisc.edu

ENUMERATOR:

CTIETMMUOWX>

Farm Satisfaction

DATE OF SURVEY:
SURVEY STARTING TIME: SurVEY ENDING TIME:

FARMER ID#

*Surveys were conducted on-farm,
face-to-face by 1 of the project’s 2
graduate students
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Farm Characteristics - General |
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Farm Characteristics - People

Table 1: Characteristics of the people on the surveyed organic Wisconsin dairy farms.

Trait %
Raised on farm (% of respondents) 84.8
Relied entirely on family labor (% of farms) 43.9
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Farm Characteristics - Livestock
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Farm Characteristics - Production

ROLLING HERD AVERAGE SOMATIC CELL COUNT
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Farm Characteristics - Milk

MILK COMPONENTS
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Farm Characteristics — Breeding

Table 2: Breeding characteristics of the surveyed organic Wisconsin dairy farms.

Trait %
Purchased dairy replacements (% of farms) 10.6
Used bulls (% of farms) 60.6
Used Al (% of farms) 72.3
Predominant breed was Holstein or Holstein S57.6

+Holstein crossbreds (% of farms)
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Farm Characteristics — Reproduction
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NUMBER OF LACTATIONS BEFORE CULLING

Farm
Characteristics
— Productive




Farm Characteristics — Intakes
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Farm Characteristics —

Supplementation
Table 3: Grazing supplementation on the surveyed organic Wisconsin dairy farms.
Trait %
Supplemented grain (% of farms) 81.8
Supplemented protein (% of farms) 12.3

Supplemented corn silage (% of farms) 354




Farm Characteristics — Grazing

LENGTH OF GRAZING SEASON GRAZING ROTATION FREQUENCY
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Grazing

« Wide variety of plants
— Orchard grass
— Kentucky bluegrass
— Brome grass
— Rye grass
— Alfalfa
— Clover (red, white)
— New fescue

— Plantain l‘/‘o
— Quack grass
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The
‘“average”
organic
farm

59 heifers

- o W2 _ 1stcalvingat
390 day calving interval ‘ 26.1 months
4.5 lactations i AR
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Est. DMI of 43.5 Ibs/cow/day
69.3% DMI from pasture

6.65 yrs organic 303 ac. total
14.7 yrs grazing 98.6 ac. pasture




The
‘“average”
organic
farm
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